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Design and Construction Outline of Minatomachi-Kita on and off Ramp

Masao TSUJIMURA, Kazuhiro KITAMURA and Ken FUJIWARA

Minatomachi-Kita ramp will be constructed for the purpose of relieving traffic congestion in the
southwest part of the Loop route, by altering the way traffic merges at the Minatomachi-kita on ramp
and providing an off ramp just before the junction of the Loop route and Sakai route. As the ramp is
located in the center of downtown Osaka and needs to improve the function of the expressway, the
ramp will be combined with the Minatomachi River Place building project, taking advantage of the
multi-level roadway system. For that reason, location of both superstructure and substructure are
inevitably limited, construction works by the related bodies are congested, working space is limited
and construction schedule is very tight.

This paper outlines design and construction of the Minatomachi-kita ramp.
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