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IMPROVEMENT OF TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES ON
THE HANSHIN EXPRESSWAY TO REDUCE WRONG ROUTE CHOICE

Yuichi NAKAMOTO, Takashi KODAMA, Dai TAMAGAWA,
Takumi UNO and Hiroshi YAMAMOTO

The Loop of the Hanshin Expressway, Route No. 1, has many entrances and exits as well as merging and
splitting points from and to other routes in very short intervals. This often causes drivers to make wrong
route choice. There are also other problems with the Loop, including its complicated structure and
insufficient or chaotic junction information provided in short distances between exits and splitting points.

This paper describes how the improvement policy for the traffic control devices was decided based on the
idea of “simplifying”, “differentiating” and “connecting” various information to reduce wrong exiting from
the Loop. This paper also reports the construction performed in accordance with the policy during the
Renewal Project in 2020 and 2021 and the evaluation by quantitative analysis and by drivers’ impression

survey.
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